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DMMEDTATE EELZASE WAR DEPARTHENT
Washington, D. C.

STATEMENT OF THE SECEETAET OF WAR

The recent use of the atomic bemb over Jepen, which wes today
made dmown by the President, 15 the culninastlon of yeers of herculean
effert cn the part of sclence end induetry worklng in ccoperation wlth
the milltery authoritiss. This development which vas cerrisd Torvard
by the many thousend participants with the utmeeh energy and tho very
highest sense of natienal duty, with tke greateat secrecy and the noet
imperative of tire schedules, prebatly represents the greatest ashieve-
ment of the coabined efferts of science, industry, lster, end the
militery ln all history.

The militery weapen which has been forged frem the products
of this vast upderteling has sn explosive force such as %o stagger the
imagination. Improveasnts will be fortheoming shertly which will 1n-
cresse by several fold the pregent offectlvenesa. Eut Dors importent
for the long-range implicstlens cf this new weapcn, 1s the peasibility
that enother scale of magnitude will be evolved after coneidersble
research and developoent, The sclentiste are conf ident that over a
peried of many yenrs atomlc boxbe may well be developed vhich will be
very mush mere powerful than the atozic homes now et hand., It 1e
abundantly cleer that the posseselon of this weapcn by the United Statea
even in its present form should prove a tremendous aid in the shorten-
ing of the war egeinst Japen.

The requiremsnts of security do not permit of any reveletion at
this tipe of the exact methode by which the bombs are prodiuced or of the
paturs of thelyr acticn, Hewever, in accord with its policy of keeplnsg
the people of the nation aa cempletely informed as le cenaistent with
naticaal security, the Wer Ceparinent wishes to meke known at this time,
at least in troed dimension, the story behind thle {remendcus Wewpon
which ham been developed so effectively to hasten the end of the war.
Other statements will be released whish will give further detzile von-
gerning the selentific and yroduction aspects of the oroject end will
glve proper recognition to the sclentlsts, techniciena, and the pen of
industry end labor who have made thls weapon pesslbla,

The cha‘n of sclentific discoveries which has led to the atomic
bosb begen et the turn of the century when redis-astivity was discovered.
Tntil 1939 work in thie field vas world-wide, balng garrled en particularly
in the United States, the United Kingdem, Germeny, France, Italy end
Danmark.

Befcre the lights went out over Burcpe snd the advemt of war
imposed securlty restristicns, the funiamerntel sclentific Jmowledge con-
cerning atomlc energy from which has been developed the atomiu bomb now
in use by the United States vap widely known in many countries; both
Allied end Axls., The war, hovever, ended the exchangs of eclentiflc
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Press release by Henry Stimson, August 6, 1945. Ayers Papers, Subject File. Army U. S,
Press releases, the atomic bomb and atomic energy.

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/i
ndex.php?documentdate=1945-08-06&documentid=6&pagenumber=1
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